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WINE QUALITY, GREATNESS, AND FAULTS

Not all of us agree on the definitions of wine quality, 
as it can either be a personal statement, or it can be the 
common agreement of a larger group.  

We tend to be generous in accepting personal ideas 
of wine quality, but compromises are necessary to  reach 
a group definition of wine quality. 

Groups  find it easier to agree upon the most 
extreme characteristics (or outliers, for the statisticians) 
of a wine.  These are either characteristics that we all 
find to be exceptionally good, or we all find to be 
exceptionally bad.  

This  is the underlying psychology and politics of the 
terms ñgreat wineò and ñfaulty wineò.  It is socially easier 
to agree on faults.   So what are the wine faults that we 
all (or almost all) agree upon?


